[Structure and expression of alpha-fetoprotein gene--current progress in research].
alpha-Fetoprotein (AFP) is of great biological and medical interest because its concentration in the serum often increases drastically in association with the development of hepatomas and germ cell tumors. Thus, studies of mechanisms of regulation of AFP synthesis may contribute to our understanding of normal and neoplastic growth processes. This article will review recent advances in the study of the structure, expression and regulation of the AFP gene in normal and malignant cells.